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UXO:
THE DEVESTATING,
HIDDEN THREAT TO
YOUR PROJECT.

UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE
IN SHEFFIELD: WHY IT'S
THERE, WHERE IT CAME
FROM, AND WHAT YOU
CAN DO ABOUT IT.



During WWII, the city of Sheffield was a vital

centre for British industry and its steelworks

played a major part in Britain’s war effort.  The

Vickers factory was solely responsible for the

production of vital parts for Spitfire and

Hurricane engines, as well as producing

components for tanks, warships and bombs.

Consequently, the city was code named

‘Schmeltztiegel’ (Crucible) by the Luftwaffe,

and the people of Sheffield expected a large-

scale aerial assault when the Blitz began in

late 1940.

While a sustained air campaign never

materialised, the Luftwaffe did carry out two

Blitz raids in December 1940 - The ‘Sheffield

Blitz’.  Luftwaffe target maps of the city

earmarked areas of industry, particularly iron

and steel works, for attack.

The first of these two major attacks occurred

on the night of 12th of December 1940 and

was concentrated mainly on the centre, north-

west and south-east of the city.  Luftflotten 2

and 3 dispatched 406 aircraft to attack the

city, with the crews of 336 aircraft claiming to

have done so.  

THE
BLITZ

They dropped 355 tonnes of HE bombs and

16,000 incendiaries over a period of nearly

nine hours between 18:40 and 03:00.

Industrial, commercial and private premises

were all badly hit and there was extensive

damage to gas, electricity and water mains. 

 Some 3,700 anti-aircraft rounds were fired

from batteries located around Sheffield during

this raid.  Numerous areas were targeted,

including Gleadless, Moorhead, Park Hill,

Sharrow, and Burngreave. 

Up until this point, Sheffield had only been

lightly and sporadically bombed by solitary

German aircraft.

The second major raid on the city took place

on the night of the 15th of December 1940. 

 Sheffield was targeted by 135 aircraft, only 94

of which reached the city.  Again, the target

area was the north-east and centre of the city.  

The bombers dropped 80 tonnes of HE bombs.  

The attack lasted three hours, and many

factories were hit, but only nine of these

suffered substantial damage.  Although the

attack was less severe than the raid of the

12th, damage and casualties in Sheffield were

again of serious proportions.

Sheffield, the blitz, and the risks of
encountering unexploded ordnance today.
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One of the legacies of this conflict is buried

unexploded air-dropped bombs or anti-aircraft

projectiles resulting from the failure of a

proportion of the weapons to function as

designed.

It is commonly accepted that the failure rate of

these munitions was approximately 10% and,

depending on their shape, weight, velocity and

ground conditions, many penetrated the

ground and came to rest at depth.

Intensive efforts were made during and after

the war to locate and render safe all UXO but,

unsurprisingly, not all were found and dealt

with.  This is evidenced by the regular, on-

going discoveries of UXO during construction-

related intrusive ground works.

In total over 660 people were killed, 1,500

injured and 40,000 made homeless during

these two raids. 

3,000 homes were demolished with a

further 3,000 badly damaged.  A total of

78,000 homes sustained damage.

The seven-storey Marples Hotel on the

High Street suffered a direct hit, leading to

the deaths of 70 people who were

sheltering in the cellar.  All that remained

of the building was a large pile of rubble.

Facts about the Sheffield blitz:

03

The legacy of the Sheffield blitz the impact it
still has on the city:



UXO STILL
AFFECTS PROJECTS
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In February 2003, three unexploded WWII shells were

discovered on a building site in Carlisle Street.

·In June 2009, several unexploded WWII devices were

found at an industrial estate in Stevenson Road.

A WWII bomb was found at Neepsend Greyhound

stadium in 2012. “The device is believed to be from an

armoured personnel carrier, but how it got there is

unknown.”

A suspected WWII explosive was found at a residential

garden in Ashleigh Road, Sheffield in December 2020.

Unexploded ordnance (UXO) presents a significant risk to

construction projects in parts of the UK as a result of enemy

actions during the two 20th Century World Wars and historic

British and Allied military activity.

As a result of a generally increased risk awareness amongst

professionals involved in ground engineering works and

proactive health and safety measures, the risk to life and

limb from UXO has been minimised.  However even the

simple discovery of a suspected device during on-going

works can cause considerable disruption to production and

cause unwanted delays and expense.

Such risks can be more fully addressed by a better

understanding of the site-specific risk and the implementation

of appropriate risk mitigation measures.

The complexity of the risks required end-to-end support,

which can be offered by SafeLane Global.  With unswerving

focus on the removal of risk for over 30 years and for

10,000+ clients, SafeLane Global protects against the

threats of harm and commercial loss that unexploded

ordnance continues to pose across the UK. 

A sample of recent UXO finds in Sheffield:
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